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Morning, Church! 

We love options. We love menus and multiple choices in our personal life, our clothing, 
and foods.  We humans are built that way. One of the most iconic and hilarious choice-
making moments is found in the deli scene of the 1989 movie, “When Harry Met Sally”. 
Only-in-America would you hear a server receive such an option-laden request!  
 

Faith is a choice. Discipleship is a choice. God’s Word always offers us choices. Joshua 
serves up some spiritual choices for the Israelites. They can choose God or idolatry. They can have real eating or 
real starving. They can either reverence or disrespect one another.  
 

Gathering the tribes, Joshua demands that the Israelites make a choice. Who will they worship and serve? This is a 
confronting and affirming demand couched in the memories of their God’s faithful, unbreakable Covenant. Joshua 
draws the imaginary line in the sand. He and his household cross the line and will only serve the Lord God. No 
question. Joshua is mindful that only in God will they find everlasting life. 
 

  Joshua’s address to the assembly is in the form of a prophetic declaration:  
  Thus says the Lord. He places before the people a choice that will shape 
  their own self-identity and will determine the path they ~ and their descendants ~  
  Will travel for the rest of their lives. Whom will they serve?   
               ~ Diane Bergant, Theologian and Scripture scholar 
 

St. Paul, who fell from his haughty horse of pride and persecution, reminds his readers that we are to be reverent in 
all our relationships out of reverence for Christ. Yield to the service of others over serving your own needs. Snub 
any sense of entitlement that may rear its ugly head in your heart. Put others first or put yourself first. Choose. 
Choose to be like Christ in your relationships or not. Willingly lay down your life for others or not. Christ gave his 
life for you. Choose. 
 

Jesus offers the faithless crowd and his disciples a choice: listen to me, follow me, believe in me. This is not a 
menu. Jesus is asking for an inclusive yes. Believe I Am the Bread of Life. Be nourished by eating and drinking 
me that you may have eternal life. Even when you find it hard to understand, pray for an ever-deepening faith. 
“Come and see” each day what it means to follow me, to be in relationship with me and with each other. 
 

Like the crowds surrounding Joshua, Jesus asks the crowds and the disciples to make a decisive choice. Some 
chose to walk away, comforted by their pre-conceived notions of the Possibilities of Presence. When asked to 
make a choice, Peter speaks for all the disciples, “...to whom can we go...you alone have the words of eternal life.” 
 

Personal reflection: Consider your relationship with St. Stephen.  
Is your only connection to your parish community the Sunday Mass? 

How do you share your time, talent, and treasure? 
Do you participate in parish events, ministries, outreach efforts? 

Today’s a good day to take inventory of choices 
made in the past and choices to be made for the future.  

  

  As a descendant of Israelites and the First Followers of Christ, how will you choose? 
 

                     In CommUNITY, 

 
 Is my heart, my household serving the Lord? 

Why or why not? 
  

How Will You Choose? 



AUGUST 

25 21st Sun OT 

Faith Formation REGISTRATION FLC, 10:15a 

Final Day Faith Formation Registration 

27 Communion Service, 12:15p 

 28 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

SEPTEMBER 

01 22nd Sun OT 

03 Communion Service, 12:15p 

04 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

08  23rd Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

09 Ladies Guild 

10 Communion Service, 12:15p 

11 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

15  24th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

16 Give Blood, 1st Baptist Ch, Elkin 1:00-6:00p 

17 Communion Service, 12:15p 

18 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

19 Wise Ones, 1p  TBA 

21 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

22 25th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

24 Communion Service, 12:15p 

25 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

28 YV Pumpkin Festival, 9a-4p 

29 26th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

Mass Intentions 

18 +Damien Michael Whisonant  

25 +Phil Altemueller 
Students & Teachers, Coaches & Mentors 

01 +Linda Cirone 

08 Fr. Ed Sheridan   +Cecelia Jones 

25 Hannah Treannie 

 Louisa Rodriguez 

07 Hanh & ThiTan Nguyen 29 Julia & Diego Carreon 

07 Thi Nguyen & Thanh Vo  

TriC Christian Crisis Ministries 

SEPT Shampoo 

01 Oscar Hernandez 

03 Salomon Mata 

05 Hianna Hernandez 
Bryan Wagoner 

06 Carlos Trejo 

09 Thi Vo 

10 Sonia DeJesus 

13 Erika Ramirez 

15 Peggy Reikowsky 

26 Pat Kophamer 

30 Nancy Espino 

16 Jet Martinez 
Yareli Nava 

18 Eric Garcia 

19 Andrea Faw 

22 Aracely Hernandez 

25 Theresa Martin 

17 Sergio Hernandez 

29 Minnie Espino 
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Catholicism 101: Serving the Lord 
Vatican Councl II restored the ministries of the baptized. 

All of the baptized are called to participate in the mission and ministries of the Church. 
 

As Fr. John said in his homily 8/15, all of us are called to SERVE others and give PRAISE to God. 
 

Serving in Faith Formation, Liturgical Ministeries, Community Outreach,  
or any kind of service is the call and mission of all the baptized. 

Serving is never based on one’s worthiness. None of us are worthy.  
Using unworthiness for a reason not to serve is a negative residue of the Jansenism heresy 

The Church condemned this heresy for many reasons, including its pessimistic view 
of our unworthiness of God’s care and concern. 

Our baptismal call makes us worthy and responsible 
to continue his mission and ministry. 

Every one of us is called to service and praise. No exceptions. 
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